
PROFESSIONAL BOOKS, PAPERS, AND EQUIPMENT (PBP&E) 
 

 
A. General. PBP&E is also referred to as PRO or PRO-Gear. 
 
B. Exclusions. Excluded from PBP&E are: 
 

1. Commercial products for sale/resale used in conducting business, 
2. Sports equipment; and 
3. Office furniture, 
4. Household furniture, 
5. Shop fixtures, 
6. Furniture of any kind even though used ICW the PBP&E (e.g., bookcases, 
study/computer desks, file cabinets, and racks). 

 
C. MEMBER OR EMPLOYEE 
 
1. General. PBP&E includes HHG in a member's/employee’s possession needed for the 
performance of official duties at the next or a later destination (B-171877.03, 15 December 1976, 
B-196994, 9 May 1980, and B-251563, 14 June 1993). 
 
2. The following items are PBP&E: 
 

a. Reference material; 
 
b. Instruments, tools, and equipment peculiar to technicians, mechanics, and members of 
the professions; 
 
c. Specialized clothing such as diving suits, astronauts' suits, flying suits and helmets, 
band uniforms, chaplains' vestments, and other specialized apparel not normal or usual 
uniform or clothing; 
 
d. Communication equipment used by a DoD civilian employee or DoD member in 
association with the MARS (DoDI 4650.02), 
http://www.dtic.mil/whs/directives/corres/pdf/465002p.pdf ;  
 
e. Individually owned or specially issued field clothing and equipment;  
 
f. An official award given to a member by a Service (or a component thereof) for service 
performed by the member in the member's capacity or by a professional 
society/organization/U.S. or foreign Government for significant contributions ICW 
official duties; and 
 
g. Personal computers and accompanying equipment used for official GOV’T business 
(i.e., CPU, monitor, keyboard, mouse, 1 printer, 1 set of small computer speakers). 
 



h. GOV’T-or uniformed service-owned accountable Organizational Clothing and 
Individual Clothing (OC&IE) property issued to the employee or member by the 
Agency/Service for official use. 

 
D. MEMBER’S DEPENDENT SPOUSE 
 
1. General 
 

a. This is not applicable to an employee’s dependent spouse. 
 

b. PBP&E includes HHG in a spouse's possession needed for the spouse’s employment or 
community support activities at the next or a later destination. 

 
2. The following items are PBP&E: 
 

a. Reference material, 
 
b. Instruments, tools, and equipment peculiar to technicians, mechanics, and members of 
the professions; 
 
c. Specialized clothing such as diving suit, flying suits and helmets, band uniforms, nurse 
uniforms, chaplains' vestments, and other specialized apparel not normal or usual uniform 
or clothing; and d. Personal computers and accompanying equipment used for business or 
community support activities (i.e., CPU, monitor, keyboard, mouse, 1 printer, 1 set of 
small computer speakers). 

 


